The evolution of law started from human practice and activities. Many State laws are once part of society's living tradition ripened into a rule of conduct in the form of statute. The study argued that hazing is a tradition within student organizations. The implementation of the Anti-Hazing Law (RA8049) in the Philippines cannot fully stop this activity. Using the lens of 160 Sophomore student leaders, the study measured students' awareness on the existence of Republic Act 8049 also known as the Anti-Hazing Law. The study found that Majority of the Sophomore Engineering students: a) Possessed above average level of awareness on the nature of hazing as defined under RA 8049; b) "awareness" on the procedural requirements of RA 8049; and c) above average "awareness" on the liabilities imposed by law. The study concluded that despite knowledge of the law on anti hazing, the problem remains. The respondents' regard to initiation ritual as part of organizational tradition makes the practice of hazing difficult to combat. A Comprehensive Anti-Hazing campaign guided by the principle of restorative justice to promote organizational learning is recommended.
the same group. They know and observe tradition independently of its nature. A tradition is almost always judged by people observing it as right. If hazing is judged by students as organization ritual and actual adherence is made therefore, then hazing for them is not illegal but instead a duty of every student organization member. If it is regarded as a tradition, how can the law prevent hazing activities? The 14th Congress of the Philippines defined hazing as "an initiation rite or practice as a prerequisite for admission into membership in a fraternity, sorority or organization by placing the recruit, neophyte or applicant in some embarrassing or humiliating situations such as forcing him/her to do menial, silly, foolish and similar tasks or activities or otherwise subjecting him/her to physical or psychological suffering or injury".
There are various perceptions on hazing. Some scholars consider hazing as [2] negatively affecting student self esteem while Cornell University, and Penn State University, associated alcohol consumption to it. It is also considered as a means to consolidate Greek societies and prevent the entrance of "free riders" [3] . It is a mechanism of screening the applicant and integrating him to the group. Hazing has also the effect of limiting the diversity of relationship a member may establish during his collegiate years [4] . It is a test of masculinity cultivating loyalty and trust to the organization.
Many scholars asserted that hazing is now part of the culture of higher education and has become a serious concern of administrators and authorities. Administrative responses to hazing have been recorded since 1870 [5] . Not only because it occurs within the school campus [6] but also of its innumerable negative effects on the good image of learning institutions and personality of student-victims. Some school administrators in the Philippines have made a bold move of imposing moratorium on recognition of fraternities and sororities in school campuses while 44 American states have declared hazing as a crime [7] .
In a study conducted in 2016, it was shown that laxity in the implementation of law and inadequate monitoring of student organizations and activities contributed to the proliferation of hazing activities [8] . The lack of common understanding on the issue among school administrators [9] has made the phenomenon difficult to prevent. Consequently, school administrators opted to classify hazing activities. They prohibit some while maintaining some [10] . The inadequate information and knowledge of the school administrators on hazing lessens the institutions capability to device an effective anti-hazing prevention program [11] . Thus, school administrators in Midwestern high school in the US, recommended that restorative justice based on Senge's five principles of organizational learning is practically and theoretically relevant to prevent hazing.
Theoretical/Legal Framework of Hazing in the Philippines
The doctrine of parens patriae and the international commitment to uphold the rights of students against all forms of harm imposes upon the state the duty to act as guardian of the rights of the disadvantaged and underprivileged. The students are considered by law as belonging to the disadvantaged and weak sector.
The State as "parent of the people" is duty bound to ensure that enjoyment of rights of students is observed in school campuses [12] subject only to the exercise of the regulatory power of the State to promote welfare of its citizens [13] .
Through the implementation of RA 8049 [14] life. This imposes upon the school system the duty to protect its students.
The 1987 Philippine Constitution for instance, declares its resolve of respecting the dignity of human person, promote and protect respect for human rights [15] . Similarly, it pronounces that educational institution should promote physical, intellectual and social well being of the youth, the youth being crucial to nation building [16] . In view of this mandate, learning institutions are obliged by law to protect peace, safety and security of the students. It starts from the time when the school takes custody of the students. Accordingly, the Civil Code of the Philippines proclaims that such loco parentis role of teachers and school administrators over the person of the students cannot be delegated [17] . In other words, teachers and school administrators are liable for the tortuous acts committed by students in school while performing its function as instrumentality of the State and as substitute parents to students [18] . This legal framework made prevention of hazing in campus a duty of the government to its students. The failure of RA 8049 to deter commission of hazing affects the operation of HEI not only in the promotion of the holistic development of student in an atmosphere of peace and safety but also to realize its mandate [19] as the bastion of learning opportunities, leadership skills and development of students personality through a well planned student, academic cocurricular and extracurricular activities [20] . The noble mandate of the learning institution is now challenged by the problem of campus violence committed by student organizations specially Greek-letter organizations [21] . More than ever, the situation calls for an efficient student affairs professionals and student services that provides strict monitoring of student activities [22] . Otherwise, the legal and social mandate of learning institutions would remain an illusion negating to a certain extent the very purpose of learning institution [23] and of student organizations in school campus.
Objectives of the Study
The implementation of RA 8049 also known as Anti-Hazing Law did not discourage commission of hazing activities in the Philippines [24] . The study is intended to provide local literature on the "phenomenon" [25] . It is significant because it has the direct effect on the "lived experiences of students Specifically, the study measured the participants awareness on:
1) The general concept of hazing as defined by RA 8049;
2) the requisites for the application of RA 8049;
3) liabilities attached to violation; 4) and the implication of the findings to the efficacy of the anti hazing law.
Methodology

Research Paradigm
In a nutshell, the study is described by paradigm below, to wit; the paper follows 
Participants
The participants to the study are Second Year Engineering (herein after called the sophomore, during the school year 2012-2013. It consisted of 160 regular student leaders enrolled in the subject Political Science I. They are student leaders in the College of Engineering and are the common recruits/"victims" of recognized or even unrecognized student organizations. They are recruited 
Research Instruments
The instrument used to gather data is survey-questionnaire. The instruments are based on the Anti-Hazing Law (RA 8049). The validity of the questionnaires is determined by a legal practitioner holding cases related to violation of RA 8049.
The survey questionnaire has three parts. The part on basic knowledge of the law; the procedural requirements for initiation ritual, and the liabilities imposed for violation. The responses were treated using percentile ranking and basic statistical tools. The instrument retrieval rate is ninety percent. Answers to the sur- Table 1 shows that majority or 63 percent of the respondents are eighteen years and above. They are of age of majority. Such finding is logical considering that they are sophomore students. On the other hand, Thirty six percent of the respondents are below eighteen years old. In legal parlance they are considered as children and therefore entitled to the statutory protection provided by RA 7610 or the Anti Child Abuse Law. By legal implication, if physical, psychological or social humiliation is committed against them as a requirement for membership to student organization, the offenders shall be penalized under RA 8049 in relation to RA 7610. A stiffer penalty is therefore provided by law However, as shown in Table 2 , because of the demands of the labor market and the seeming equality of male and female in terms of intellectual capability, many women are now in the field of construction, plant maintenance operation and electric power generation. And many excel in their chosen field of specialization. There are two types of student organizations in the university, one is the Non Political Student Organizations or NPSO for brevity and the other one is Political Student Organization or PSO for short. Table 3 presents the percentile distribution of organizational membership of the respondents. 100 percent are officers of PSO. Political organization consists of council, confederation, and the University Student Government (USG). By the rule of the university, an enrollee automatically belongs to a PSO based on his major field of specialization. They are all leaders of classes in the College of Engineering. Meanwhile, 22 percent of the respondents are at the same time officers of NPSO. This is so because, joining student interest groups like fraternity, religious, academic organizations and the like is optional. Only sophomore and older may join in the organization. Freshmen are temporarily restrained from joining student organization until they reach the age of majority. Table 4 shows the responses of sophomore student leaders on the general understanding of the Anti-Hazing Law. A weighted mean of 4.35 or "fully aware", is shown when asked about the general description of hazing. 78 of the respondents or 48.75% are "fully aware" of the general description of hazing as related to infliction of physical harm. This has the legal implication that social and psychological harm do not fall under the definition of hazing. This could pose a greater risk for the respondents to be charged of hazing without the intention of violating the same. One must understand that RA 8049 is a special penal law thus, intent is immaterial to establish violation thereof [26] .
Results and Discussion
Demographic Profile
General Understanding of RA 8049
Meanwhile, the respondents believe that hazing is present only in fraternity and sorority. As proven by catena of researches, acts of hazing are committed even by non-income generating student organizations like varsity team, and advanced military training [27] . Such awareness is contrary to the results of the study of Allan and Madden.
It is shown that a weighted mean of 3.58 represents the awareness on the concept of hazing as understood by the respondents as a phenomenon exclusive to fraternity and sorority. In this regard, the policy of preventing recognition of fraternities and sororities in campus to prevent hazing is supported by the respondents. Many of the respondents believe that it is an effective solution to the problem on hazing. A weighted mean of 3.35 is equivalent to "aware" description which in effect, accepting the idea that hazing prevention requires dissolution of Greek letter societies.
The policy on student organization is one of the means to prevent it. In this regard, a weighted mean score of 2.35 shows that the respondents are "moderately unaware" of the policy of the university on hazing. This finding is consistent with the observation that the university has no separate policy on hazing.
What the university has is a general policy on violence and penalties for viola- The common knowledge among students is that hazing connotes physical violence only. Social humiliation of the recruits is likewise an evil sought to be prevented by RA 8049. The answer, "aware" reveals the respondents limited knowledge on the nature of hazing. Being aware that social humiliation is a must for a new entrant to the organization without interposing objection, is a sign that such a practice is acceptable to many. This is a wrong notion. The finding is consistent with the response on item question number one (1) ) of the total number of respondents are fully aware that hazing involves physical harm only. The low level of awareness on the nature of hazing is detrimental to prevent hazing incidence. They might break the law without mens rea. The misconception that hazing is exclusive to fraternity and sorority is revealed on Table 4 . At a glance, a total of 141 of the respondents held the idea that hazing is present only among fraternities and sororities. 88 percent (88%) of the total responses are ranging from "fully aware" to "aware"; showing in effect that it is exclusive to Greek society. Majority or one hundred seven (107) are not informed of the exception provided by law. The PNP and AFP physical and 
Knowledge on Procedural Requirements
The requirements of RA 8049 are enumerated in Table 5 . It shows not only the level of awareness of sophomore students on the general concept of hazing but also the requirements which the law mandates to make initiation rites legal.
There is a low level of awareness among the student respondents with regards to procedural and documentary requirements of the law intended to regulate the However, only those practices that are intended to inflict physical harm, social humiliation, and psychological suffering on the recruit/neophyte or applicant are prohibited. Hence if there is no requirement as to the aforementioned practices, it is not covered by law e.g. community outreach program. Table 5 also shows the students understanding on the duration when hazing may last. The weighted mean of 3.21 or "aware" reveals the student inadequate knowledge on the procedural requirement of RA 8049. Though, the same may be done, the law provides that it should not be more than three days. No extension of days is allowed. Further requirement is the knowledge of the school authorities of the activity. That such recognizance of school authorities cannot provide legal basis for extension of the duration initiation ritual. It is exactly the reason behind the law. It was found out that the longer the period of initiation ritual the greater the risk that initiators would manifest aggressive behavior. The same Table 5 shows the respondents awareness on the procedural intricacies of RA 8049. The names of recruits shall be written and known to the university authorities. A weighted mean of 3.08, or "aware" suggests that the same is known to them but is not enough to make them observe the same. As per the record of the university authorities no student organization has ever requested to hold initiation rites. Since there has been no request for the purpose, it follows that no list of names for initiation rites may have been submitted and requested for approval. It therefore shows the non observance of this procedural requirement. Furthermore it could have been the reaction of Greek societies on the moratorium for recognition imposed by the CHED. To operate outside of the ambit of university recognition. Monitoring therefore is difficult if not impossible.
The weighted mean of 3. RA 8049 prohibits all forms of initiation rite. This reveals the students inadequate knowledge on the nature and purpose of RA 8049. As long as the activity observes the requirements set by law, it cannot be branded as illegal. What the law intends to achieve is to impose stricter monitoring and requirements before initiation ritual may take place. The law does not cover initiation rite designed not to inflict physical, social and psychological harm to applicant. It does not cover all initiation rites. Majority of the respondents are "aware" of the requirements of the law in making initiation rite legal and acceptable. That is when it complies with the procedural requisites of the university authorities or the law itself. The "aware" scale is dominant from question 1 up to question number 6.
A weighted average of 3.07 on procedural awareness is arrived at verbally described as aware status. Table 6 presents the measure of knowledge of sophomore students in so far as liabilities attached by law are concerned. Table 6 presents the overall responses of sophomore leaders on the liabilities of offenders of RA 8049. It shows that respondents are not fully aware of the specific liabilities attached to every violation of the law. Observable is the finding on the higher level of awareness of the respondents on the need for awareness campaign (Question 10). A weighted mean of 3.98 or "moderately aware" tends to show the need for training and seminar on the subject and the related laws that cover hazing. Generally, the respondents sophomore respond fairly high in the questions presented. They are relatively possessing higher level of awareness in terms of liabilities. It is not however, clear whether such knowledge on liabilities were derived from readings or by the sheer dictates of logic and general understanding that when there is a law violated somebody has to take the responsibility.
Knowledge on Liabilities
Inviting one's attention to question 8, it is clear by a weighted mean of 3.16 or "aware" that respondents are placing the burden to social institutions to end hazing incidence. Such as the Department of Justice for prosecution; schools for awareness campaign and the Law Enforcement Agencies for proper implementation of RA 8049. They are directly responsible for the observance of its provisions. This finding is logical considering that it is the government who signed in the international covenant of promoting human rights and not the students.
Hence, it is the government instrumentality that is duty bound to prevent hazing and protect students who are commonly treated as one of the vulnerable sectors. Therefore, a total of 115 respondents or 71.87 percent out of 160 sophomore students are of the belief that the duty to take the bold step to stop hazing must come from social institutions. The family, school, government and community must take an active role in the campaign against campus violence. Among 160 sophomore students, 138 of them believe that an anti hazing campaign is necessary to solve the problem. A weighted average of 3.33 on Knowledge of Liabilities is arrived at and is verbally described as" moderately aware".
Summary, Conclusion and Recommendation
The study showed that sophomore students possess average and above average level of awareness on the hazing. They are "moderately aware" on the general concept of hazing and liabilities attached for violation while "aware" on the procedural requirements of RA 8049. They consider hazing as a practice only of Greek letter organization. They relate the concept of hazing to fraternity activity and infliction of physical harm upon person of an applicant. A low level of understanding could relate to other aspect of hazing to wit; psychological and social humiliation. On the issue of hazing and acceptability by reason of tradition, the findings tend to show that respondents accept hazing as a practice. They also believe that to prohibit Greek letter societies is a way to prevent hazing.
The study also showed that the sophomore student leaders have above average level of awareness on the contents of RA8049. Nevertheless, some highlights of the findings require special attention. The respondents' exclusive interpretation of the coverage of RA 8049 to physical harm may expose them from undue charges of violating RA 8049. They must remember that social and psychological sufferings are also covered by law. Associating hazing with Greek society is a misplaced logic. Other student organizations are also committing hazing e.g. sports team, social organization, citizens' military training and like are also guilty of hazing provided the same is set as a prerequisite for membership. The perception that hazing is acceptable because it is a part of student organization tradition and infliction of harm to new comers is acceptable as a test of determination provided a "calculated harm" is inflicted upon applicant is a dangerous presumption. The law and the approval of the university to extend the duration of initiation ritual is not supported by legal basis. Acceptability of physical violence as part of organizational ritual is likewise no legal foundation to stand on.
The findings also showed that participants to hazing and the owner of the place are also liable. 3) A discussion on Hazing may be included in the collegiate level curriculum and student organizations may be required to undergo anti hazing seminar before they may be allowed to operate aboveground.
Recommendations
4) It is the duty of social institutions like the university to stop hazing by creating a multi-sectoral task force who will look into the case of hazing in the university. Participation may be solicited from family to law enforcement agencies.
5) In the case of institutions where cases of hazing are commonly committed during initiation ritual, a restorative justice based upon principles of organizational learning may make a difference. Avoiding the legal implication by dissolving Greek societies cannot solve the problem.
Every school year new list of victims comes out in the news. Hazing remains the number one agent of violence in higher education campuses in the Philippines. It is not because it is tolerated. It is in fact, avoided by many school authorities by imposing moratorium on recognition of Greek letter societies thereby compelling them to operate underground along with the perception of the respondents, that hazing remains a tradition in many student organizations. Under the circumstance, one may ask, what has the law got to do with it?
